Monitoring the Public Availability of Key Government Budget Documents

September 2014 Update
The Open Budget Survey Tracker (OBS Tracker) monitors whether the central governments of 30 countries are
publishing each of the eight key budget documents on time as per international standards. Using data collected by
independent budget experts in the 30 countries, the OBS Tracker provides real-time reporting on:




which budget documents have been published;
which documents have been produced but not published; and
which have not been produced at all.

All publicly available documents can be accessed through the Open Budget Library (www.openbudgetlibrary.org).

Data updates
Overview




Of the 240 documents monitored across all 30 countries by the OBS Tracker, a total of 150 budget
documents have now been published. This is a net increase of two from last month.
Of the 90 documents not publicly available, 35 were produced but not published; and 55 were not produced
at all.
24 budget documents from 16 different countries were published in September. This includes 16 In-Year
Reports, three Executive’s Budget Proposals, one Enacted Budget, three Mid-Year Reviews, and one YearEnd Report.

Positive highlights:




Ecuador has published their Mid-Year Review for Fiscal Year (FY) 2014. Previously, Ecuador has produced
a Mid-Year Review but not made it publically available.
Sierra Leone has published their Mid-Year Review for FY 2014. Previously, Sierra Leone has produced a
Mid-Year Review but not made it publically available.
Senegal has published Year-End Report for FY 2013. Previously, Senegal had not even produced a YearEnd Report.

Work to be done:



Nicaragua and Côte d’Ivoire have produced a Mid-Year Review for FY 2014 but have not made these
publicly available.
Tanzania and Timor-Leste have failed to publish their latest In-Year Reports on time.

Latest News
In September, IBP staff provided on-the-ground support to partners in Nicaragua and Vietnam.
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The month ahead




A cluster of countries included in the OBS Tracker are entering the budget formulation stage of their budget
cycles. This means that over the next several months we will be on the lookout for published version of: PreBudget Statements; Executive’s Budget Proposals; Enacted Budgets; and Citizens Budgets.
Executive Budget Proposals are due for Bolivia, Côte d’Ivoire, and Fiji. This documents are produced in
each of these countries but have not been made publically available so far.

